New Perlican
June 5th/78

Professor,Patrick O'Flaherty, Esq.
Memorial University
Si1. Joun's Nfld.
Dear sir
I think T would be remiss,if I did not,make a remark,
avout some of the debatable,facts, in the book publishedj;en tilted
Fanily names,of Newfoundland.
I am enclosing,some authentic, facts,concerning New Perlicay,
and some corrections,concerning the name Pittman,of this settlement.

1 am 81 years old,and was raised ltere(N.P) where I attended

4

school until 1912 ¥y certificate for passing Preliminary grade
s &

in th

(4]

year 1912, is almost antique.
Enclosed please find,14cts postage,hoping you will be kind
enough to return this manuscript.

Yours truly

P.0.Box 47

New Perlican.N.F.
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ilistory of lew Feiican, and ctne Fitiman Tam’1lY.

I nad the good Forivuse 1o have 1. e Loo. eniitle: "Ihe family names of tne

island of nmewfoundiana" loaned to me by a neig: bpur, Yiaturaly t'e nan.
1 was iuvieresivea 1. was lPitt:ian, he refeccnces to Hew Pasriican, 1is notx

rig.t,in some respec.s,and cerzainly,dont go far enough into the past.

ire Jarland Firm was well establ.shed,asn Trinity,frinity Bay,when
ihe wenc: capiured, tie town in the year 1761,an! wvurned zheir preuises

add sawea i, wwe, & large vessel that was teing vuilt,in their dockyard,

"] mention tnls to make a point, ihe first Pit:mag_came to New Perlica-
N + 1 r oo 2010 1 > O oo ; £ e &‘u' ,,* jv o

around the year 1800C,%0 take over operaviuva, of the -singley business,which
was well established,at that time, They nad twoc very larze stores;tie.

cre was & two .cicryviplace with tha bottonm helf,usezd for storage of Pro-
visio:ns, i; one pari,and coarse 3alt for curiug cod fiah,in ancther, and
OLn§f f%out two hundred Teet,farther “orth, a2locng the shore,used for the
sierage od dry cod fish, “his siore also had two storEgspand the bottom
was the place Tor Iish and the tvop for storage of gear. Twines, ColBdage,
etc, Tols building was called the lower store. It was burned, I should
say,entirely destrovyed by five,jp 1921,with all its contents, at that tiuce
it was i tip,top cnondition,after being in use well over two hundred years,
%] the tise was being used for storing, cooperage and soft wocod Barrels,
that were being usea,for the packing of herring,
The store that had the provisions,on the lower floor,was used up
svairs for office gpace, and retailing,of merchantdise.
“he frame of these stores,were exceptionaly big,and put together

very,very substantialy,whicl explains,why these stores,stayed in operation

so long,tne store with the retail store upstairs,was taken down, about 1953.
or leter,: To decribe the timber used,it was taund hewn,and cut not too
Jar frecr ihe water siae, To give one e-:ample tia floor joist were about

long,with a fia. surface about five inch:s wide,on the sm-

R L
allest end,tvhe lar_est end was twelve inches or mcre in diameter, belore

he oidest,authentic,recordi,re-i. .habitant,of Hew Pe-liczn,is sev-
e:al,bayuism recoxrds, entered in the Church register,at Urinity,in 1772,

also an 1 :scription,on a head stone,burried 1813,age 50 years,

Lk Lige F3%iaED cane to New Pervlican to cperate the b anch firm of
o <he Tirm of Garland, He was the first Pittman to seitle in New Perlicarn,

was in the year ol our Lord 1800,he was 22 years old,at the time,
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ilstory of dew Perlican,and the Pittman Family,

Liaviag bee o vorn in Abbotsbury,i: 1778. He came to Tricity,him and nis two

brothers, charles,« Corbet with their parents g, Capt.William and Anne(White)

Pittman,in the vear of our Lord,1788,she beiang some relative of Joseph Wiite

wio died at Poole .ngland,1771,his estate was Valuedinin mwoney alone,not

co.nti.g ¥Property, = 130,000, sterling. Ali of whickh he made by Tishing

aind trading at Yri.ity.

Capt. william Pititman who settlei in ‘rinity,1788,was an astrol-
c.er. &. nade a record ofpthe date and hour of the birth of eacl of his
c:itdren, narles .hite Pitunan,sou of William & Anne Pitvman was born 1&+l:
of January at 6 0'Cloeck in ihe morning,in the year of our Lord,1783,

Hext,Corbet Piittuman so of . .1liam % Ann Pitiman, was born 11th
dovenber at 7 0'Clock in the morning,is the vear ol cur Lord,1784,

Wnen C altaln william Pittman & his wife Ann(nes vhite)Pittman
case 1o trinity,,¥,., they had three sons with them, who's ages were Willian,
ten, Chasles Five Corbett less than four,

As I said berore william Pitiman Jr.came to Vew Perlican,to nan-
2e the business of the Sarland :ouse,at lew Perlican, Ye was an astro le;er,
and a mavhematical expert,sose of his trigonometry texl beoks,are ai pres-—
enl 1a wry son's keepi .g, Captain Pittman must lave educated his sons
as Charles.v. worked book keeper for Slades,firm. and Corbet was captain
ol one of thelr foreign going S!ips, he was captured by the Prenct ,
auring tie Napoleoniec wars, trown into prison, and was'nt zeg@§ﬁfduutll
aiter the battle o Waturloo,about six months afier the Peace was gigzne:
ceaoanications were, not wihat t'ey are to day, alter he .eturned to Poole
agland, he tau_ hv navigazion,until he died, I have before me a: I wri-
te,a letier Le WJOte to his niece,Any Pitts,on October, 26th 184€,

In this letter Quote I We expect a vessel Irox Carbonear daily,

o2 her return,l will write some other wranch of the Tamily; ke also weote

a( P.S) 4 Tew hours alier weiting the above, Capv. Medus arrivwed,& brou-

it me trree levvers,one from your “other,one from Charles,and one fromn
albert,nis two Nephews, (albert was my srandiather)"trese I intend to ans-
wer by vapt. Medus on hiis return," ’

' vharles “hitle ! . timan,wno wokked,as bookeeper, ror s3ladeffimm

Gest nave gone back 1o Poole, "ngland.in early liie as he died therc,in laie
1536 cr .arliy =37, I have in wy posséenion a letter f o his attoraey

wO NUVAL, is niece & rer usbaad, ajkggoagy oi & £52,17.84.had veon left 'ex
LJ,L}}’JZ'L_:’:LQS
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Higtry of New Perlican,and the Piiiman Family,
This will is dated at poole 16th Sept.1837. This neice was my Grand-
father;; sister whohad married John Pitts,lived all her life at New Perlican,
died and is burriea there,

In all my history of the family,I cannot find any reference to

a Pittman,in Scilly Cove,which is only four miles away,from New Perlican,
but there is an entry,in the Church register,at Trinity,as follows;-"Charles
son of William and Sara Piutman,born 1802, baptized August 8th 1808,at Scilly
Cove,and another entry dated November 5rd 1808 ,there was two other entries,
of cniidren being baptized at New Perlican, I guess a mixup of the Priest,

Capt & Anf (wh 1te)P1ttman had eight children altogether,
their oldest,Ann,born ,in abbotsbury "December 24th,at half past six 0'Clock
in the morning 1776" She must have died Abbotsbury,three of their children
william, Charles,&Corbett came , jo Trinity Nfld.with them,so, I gather Ann,
must have died,before they left England. At Trinity four other childre n
were born to them, A girl,who wasyalso Baptized, Ann.in 1789,George White,
1790,Mary 1795. & Elizabeth 1796.

Capt William Pittman died Sept.22nd 1808,at the age of 62,years
Ann his widow,died August 10th 1821,

In 1830 srchdeacon wix visited Hearis Conteni Parish,and had De-
vice service at HNew Perlican,being assisied by William Pituiman,catechist,
thils williew Pitiman died in 1836,at the age of 58 years. -is wife Sara,
died in the year o. c.ur rord 1864,age 92yearsjwhich means,she was born in
1772,7ive yeers,be.ore the signing of the U.5.A., Independence, iler ma.den
na:e was Sarai: ean of 0ld Perslican, their head siones,tell thiex aze at
the tiwe <i death,

William Pitiman,of new Ferlican, iaught his sons,afier tiey

o’
(’)

>came nen, the art of designiug,and vulldin- uhlﬂu. 07 these they btuilt
cor

C’)

es,Ior different Iirms, Iile was associated wit: ship buildi .zg,before
couing vo Pexl cam,and no doubt worked for Garland house, before coming ;
and as : said earlier,sarland's vesscl tha. was veing built,in thier dock-
vard,was sawn in two nalfs,in 1761 when the -rench captured Trianity., of

course he was'n. there at tratv time, as he did'nt come to rinity uvntil,

1778,as a boy,ten years old,with his raiher & ilother,
To mention a iaw namnes,conp led by my maiden Aunt(@orn 1811l
they are as followsZliza Janet, Jim Crow,Corsair,¥Nancy,¥avorite,Ruby,

Ann e,kinglisier,falcon,sapid,avil,Crusader,Artic,rate, vestwind,¥lash,
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ik ristory of ‘ew per..can,and tne Pittma Jasiiy,
-elican,iuritan, Lnese were busli oo ¢ e Fitumans at Yew “erli.can,
at iants harvour tney,or one of the songa(teorge)built the
foliowing Vessels,named:- Atlan.a,uladiavor,scovia,lap pidﬁope,ﬁipsy,a

iana,
an account LOOK dated 1820-1421,has scome ve:y informative entries
Vig, .homas -iscren, 1821 for wa ch repairs,6;six sh;llings, Willian Pittman's
son Alberi,was married to Ester Mitchem,one of samuel Mitcre.'s daughiers
porn 114, inother sister of uster,was marriedi 1o Corbett born 1205
she was vorn,1823, Jorbett was also William's soun, Alberids brotner,
‘w0 brothners married two sisters,
“he surnames or famiiy names, in this bookjjust to mention a few,
Jas. Carterry.iobert Eibbs,ﬁeorge-Smirherim,aobh. rYearcey,Zdward 3eward,
ncnmas Pbaxer, Geo, lockyer,Jas. iefford, Phil, Hefford.Wm. ~ockwood.& many.

others., I forgot To include,the Tamiiy name 5SnoO0H,.

v

Rnese vessels,l have alr-ady mentioned,were built for different
business Tfirms,Viz. to name a fewj-Punter % Yunn, oJomnally,iourke,and others,
so.e 0L Tnese vesseis,were built at Carbvonear,perhaps explalalnu,the pres-—
ence of the Pit.maun in Carbonear, There was captalnpﬁgt dn Seorge white
Pittman vorm at Lrinity1790, sailing as an zpprentice,tefore the mast,

)

Y

ct

lef rinity06tébbey20th,02 the brig'Hannah, This was his €im$éecruice,
"This note was taken fronm,Samuel Augustus Gent's liaryjland he is buried
in Carboanear,
The briga ine Corsair was built for ¥r. Ricrhard Howely,Merchant
of 3t, John's,wno carried on a large business,thare,. ‘'he Corsair was a
vessel of 160 tons,and was thne first vessel to go on the ola flcating dock
in St. Joun's uotig from Mr, Shortis's ariicle,she sat on the water
like a duckjana was a source oi admiration,both in Newfoumsland and in
Waples, Italy.(again quote) unless I am greatly mistaken,a picyure oithis
vessel painted in Naples,ltaly,will be found with some of ithe Yarvey fam-
ilye
I will write a copy of soume of the letter that Corbet Pittman,
ihe exprisoner,release froé the rrench Prison, and settled in roole wrote
to hLis niece,smy ritts,daugnter ol his Brotner wWilliam,,and sister of the
snipbui_ders, This part deals witi tre seal fishery,of the spri.g of 1845,
“his is to acknowledge the re iept of your le-ter of July 1st,it gives ne
sreat pleasure to hear you are all in healtin,& that the seal fishery had

turned outv wel? o 1 ; . ,
vurned ouv well,so far as the Pittmans were concerned,but I understand
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L) hisiory of ¥ew Ferlican,and t e ¥P.iwman Panily.

that ihe catel in Jeneral,was very siori oi an averagejl sno: 14 aiways

slad wo hear ow ouar family gets oxn in business,but sno:1d not have

wnown anyihi.g abou it,bus for wm.Locoyer,wro windliy lel me X:iiow Now
Jrarles ‘ad gotv 2600 in ti o Crusader,% 1200 in tle Serlewjalso that Jares
g

evr-e .ad 23%3C0 weic: was cervalinly aol i1 very well, James and ieo-:e
was to ine seal fisiery in uie (Kingfisher #0 woas) The Crusader was 110
tons, tie Curlew,30 tous, as you wight have novice, al 1hése vessels w-
ere b i1t here i. Hew Perlican, :y ire Pittmans, Anotrexr schooner built
by them and not zumong ihe Iirst listi.g,was the fbam,bull Tor tie mail
ervice,by packet,between,lew Perlican andirinity, this ﬁuk+'gO's the
Toan was 40 tons,wiih beuiter accommodaticns then her pradecescor,
As this is 2 uistory of New Periican,l musi give some account of
the part it played in the early mail carriage,andttraveling Fublic, N.P.
was the distrabtting,place for .no mails,Trom Carbonear,that went down
he South side of Trinity btay,to 018 Perlican and pointe between, This
nail was carried by a manwikdihh a ba_ containing the mail sivapped to his
packj;also the mail for iIrinity,and along the route North from there,carr-
ied by vie packet, his packet used to carry passengers,and if these pe-
ople missed vhe boat, tThey would sitay ai the Pitwman's house,to wait for
the Ph*§ i, thus the family was known to a lot of different people,consqu-
entLJ,lm the family album,I have,viere is an awful lot ¢ photoeg I don't
reconize, as, the were taken some of them,so far back as the 1830's, I
imma: ine this accommodation, was furnished free of charge,as boarding
pouses,and hotels,was'nt mucl in vogue,at that time,, Imust tell an smu-
si.g incidefli, co:cernlang my Uncle,who wag a big maﬁ pivsicalgfly,
P{¢ There was a pedler,who came to HNew FPerlican,to maxe conne-
ici wilh tie packec,on #i8 way S0 Jrisity'buy he had missed her, His nat-
ionality was !rench.an! beside his pack, he Fa: a satchel,locked wi“h a

co bl aiion lock, He was very careful of it pe-ause i co tainsd watches

and ,ewlexy, Tne packei had gone before he arrived and as iie lancet,A
lar

e, Labrador Iis:ing sc .ocner,helonging to ithe Pittman Fros, was going
e, concented to takethe French mun along, IHe pat nis parap

nernalfa,in ihe cabin,and spent some T. e ou the deck,during ithe trip,

si szid ny uncle Fred was on board,and being a practical Joker,

a
cesidec 10 p.ay a joke on the pedler vy openiig the satchel if he could
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“e nistory of {ew Perlican, and the Pittman family,
de startedi to try ne combination, usiizg different le etters,when he though-+
of the word Paris;tais did the trick.so he iecided to carry vhe thrick,
or whai he concidered a joke,d5§%e€hings went diiferently, !He tipped
the coutents of the satchel out in the berth,8nortly after itire pedler ca-
e into the cabin,opened his satchel, an¢ found it empty, Now! the joke
was over, '“The I'rench man,natiuraliy,fliew into a raze,and drew a weapon,and

le Fred was there o watcl. Tle Tun,but hai .o use phyical force <o re-

rain him,while he showed him where his valueables where,

Williar. Pittman, the first Pittman in Yew Perls ican,was aan astr-
ologer,and made a point of foretelliu;things %o happen,or in other words
¢lairvoyant, he told his boys if tleyszot educaved,the’ would leave Xfld.
s0 !ke did'nt give them e w.ca ion,aliorugi,he and hie brothers, waliejle
vest euaucaiion possible,it speaks for its self,as they held jobs tral ro%-

sred The beste. eiucatius to perform. his s s alt ou ? iney lacke! eiu-

CALLS ,nEle clgasic sirides, in tie economyodf Hr.id. 3Eein; Clairvovant,
! reoplie,wro nadj. ad,things stolenyweall cc e to ham%ic pLell themywlere it

nd; a.iex e ing t.eir Zodiac sign,ne could cirect b em o

I§
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aisc predicled,'hat when ie was curied there
ev

wo.lc be wmore pecple in t e caurch, cnen er beiocie, s2 ne tcld tre wariens

of tre ¢ wreh,Te put props underneai: T:e callery.so, by this we sasther
-fidv Tne churc: here in Yew Pe:lican,was fairly large,i~ 1534 when he weas
curied, ihie clurern tvoatl replaced itwas 60 feet by 35 “eet,so I iwa. ine it
was 50 icev long, this being iy conclusion,after measurii. tre ruins of

vhie ola fou. datviosn.
The Fittmans settled in New Periican,in the year 1800,but
¢ the facti recorded,they were not landowners,u. til,the year of our

;jwhen trey,boughi," what I mean by tieyd is that, Sarah and three

£
P
of Ler sons,viz. Corteti, James & Alberv,bougnt a parcel of iand and water-

side {(decribed as a Tish iing room Plantation) from John Trorne Oakley,sr,
obert relland Sr, and Natlan Granter, all of Creenspond.

Trere was also a Charlie Gakley,lived here at o e time,as the
fisning piantat.on,sc caliea,ajiourned, the land purchas:d by tie Pittmans
dropgronelsousbong the waterfront,to tie gocutrl, ine oaxleys were very
earlie sevtlers,and I question if they ever resided in Seilly Cove, regzar-
less, of tae entry in the records,this algo applies to the Pitimans, Some
of tTnese eniries,I regard as unintential,care less work.

ijow Charlie Cakly must have regided,iz New Perlica:n,for some
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===

tise, as a marsh,on the way to Perlican Pond about three miles back,in ihe
country,is called Charlie OQakley's Marsh, to this uaY. '

I have hear. my father say that,his w cle,feorge was a very par-
ticular,man,in regards 10 his work,and could'nt toierate,sloppy workiin
way of definaticA'"rwo men Join Pitts Jr., and -‘ames ratllews,were ca:liin

4

n vie wood,l sho:l: have sa-

s

the deck(teak wood)and tThe 0id man saw marks
s,this was where these men were sitiing on the box,containing theier

caulking irong,an: when they would have te srift along,they would use the

o}

caulkisy mallett,vitn Tthe iron ring oa the ends,to propell itemsslves fo-

ward, Urncle .!eorge walked back and foward,iollowing each seem, until he
caught up 1o wne culprits,and callea their attentlon,t% what they were do-
ing, :h%%?&éve been, in compitition, as they were expert in that id.
viz. caulking. s.1ips. \

seor.e ' uvtwman was tle=g8§ELne; &riil ouiiner,of t.e brovners, . e
moved 10 . anits Lna.ovur,irom New Ferl.carn, e did a l?t 0i vessel bul . d-
i.¢, 1.ere, e raised his ianily there,or sd e of Jem? if he died znd
was Daried Tt ere I .0u't RNOW: FEe was not ouried here av New Terlican.

soirbeti & :is oprother albert, are ©vou: buried here,and vhelr xraves marsed
by ieaa stores, “nier only sister; amy Pivis, thai stayed,has her gr-
ave markKed wits & Stoue, anoiher sisier .melia, is burie. a: “risity, .o,
and another sister klizabeth,who marriec captain Roberu.ﬁ. Jounes, of the
Brig®oolphian® They were married ia 1818,she s also OuLlEU in New Perlican
As no doubt you have alregdy gathered,she must have been thenel-
dest. of vwilliam and Sara Pitiman's family, Charies their oldest b y,who
was born at New Periican born 1802,whicn would make him 16 when his sizter
was marriea to Captain Juunes, had an sunt; pnamed lizabeth
the you.gest, and eignhth child of Capt, wWilliam Pittman,and Ann (nee “hite)
Pit man,born at Yrinity,after tiey came tnere,who,lived all her life at
trinity, she married Join Skelton, tier marriage 1¢ enterex as follows,

" Join skelton of kiroy,iisperto.i,wo cSligabeth Pittman; in SU, Paul's
Gnurcha Tr%uity, Ceta113tn, 18243 by Rev, Willi=um Bulloci, Witnesses;Samuel
xuhugtcfgtor'e Skelton, homas Drawbridge. She became tie mo.her of,Doctor
skelto., rs Kirby,00 Kings Cove, mrs Ba;ly of sonavisza,and ience ,the Crane

wother of Canon Be2yly,Mrs(iistop) «hite,znd cthers,
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~In 1362 Captain Orlebar, surveyed New Perlican,and recomended sy that itsuwas
the logical place,for the cable to Lave its landfall; when he surveved

Hearts Content in August 1864, he changed his mind, and the cable was la-
ced at that place.



